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TUESDAY, JULY 24, 2001
2:20 p. m
* ok ok % K ok

SECRETARY OF STATE SHARON PRI EST: Good
afternoon. W are going to go ahead and
get started. Before we do, | just want
to convey a nessage from Governor Huckabee.
As you may know, the First Lady had surgery
yesterday, and they were going to get sone |ab
results early this afternoon, and the Governor
rightfully needed to be with Janet when al
those results came in. So, he will be m ssing
today -- he will be mssing the hearing here
and later today in Forrest City. He wanted us
to convey his apologies, but felt that you
woul d understand the reason that he was not
here. And he wanted us to also let you al
know how nuch the Huckabees appreciate your
prayers at this tine.

Mark and |, however, are here. So, we are
going to go ahead. | amgoing to sort of act

as the chair for this neeting, and Mark is
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going to chair Forrest City. First let ne tel
you, we are sorry that we are late. W had
intended to fly from Searcy to Jonesboro today.
Unfortunately, the plane, on its way to pick

us up in Searcy had engine trouble, and our
ride had already left, so we had to call our
ride back and get on the road. So, that has us
del ayed, and we apol ogize for that. It was,
however, out of our control.

Let's see. Now, back into the neat
of what we are here for. W appreciate all of
you being here today, because we think that
this is a very inportant piece of denocracy.
This is how you wll be represented, not for
two years, not for four years, but for ten
years. And we want you to look at the plan in
terns of -- in ternms of how your comunity is
best going to be served over that ten-year
period. That, we think, is critical to making
this work. It is critical to the one person,
one vote process.

We had a very good census | ast year.
In fact, our growh was al nost 14 percent,
whi ch was way nore than was anti ci pat ed.

| think we anticipated an ei ght percent grow h,
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and we ended up at 13.7. Now, that is very,
very good in terns of turn-back funds, and we
can all appreciate the financial benefits of
havi ng a good census. It also, on the other
hand, created sone chall enges for
redi stricting.

And t hose chal | enges cane because
t he ideal Senate district now has grown
by about 9, 300 people, and the ideal House
di strict has grown by about 3,200 people. So,
t hat does create sone chall enges for
us, particularly if you are in an area
where you have grown, but the counties
surroundi ng you have | ost popul ati on.
That creates a maj or chall enge.

The other thing we want to do is, we want
to -- | want to nake sure that the staff is
t hanked. They have done a tremendous job. If
t he Governor were here, he would tell you they
have wor ked hundreds and hundreds, maybe
t housands of hours trying to draw a draft plan
for us. They are Butch Reeves fromthe
Governor's staff, Tim Hunphries fromthe
Secretary of State's staff, he is over there,

and Larry Crane, | think, is back here
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operating the conputer, and he is from Mark's
staff in the Attorney General's office.

And there are -- there have been others
who have worked with them As these plans were
drawn, they were there together working on
t hose plans to nmake sure that everybody knew
what was going on. So, | think it was a very
fair process. And the draft plan that you see
is just a draft. | want you to understand that
these lines are not cast in stone. They can be
changed, and they will be changed. W are
hearing things as we have been through other
cities. W have been to Fort Smth, to
Fayetteville, to Mountain Hone, and this
norni ng i n Beebe.

And as we continue through these, we wll
hear other ideas. W don't claimto have a
nmonopol y on good ideas, and we are certainly
willing to hear what you have to say and see if
there is a way that we can pl ease you. Wich
leads nme to ny final comrent, which is, we are
all elected officials, it is our goal to nmake
you happy, not the other way around. W are
not | ooking for ways to upset people. W are

trying our very best to please as many people
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in this process as we possibly can.

It is a challenge. | amsure that
sonmebody is going to feel that they didn't get
all that they wanted. But | think in a process
such as this, there will be people -- probably
nobody will feel that they got everything that
they wanted. It can't be done the same as it
was in the past, because of the growth. So,
pl ease keep in mnd, we are trying to pl ease
you. We do want this plan to work for you for
a ten-year period. And we want you to be happy
withit. General Pryor?

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR  Thank you
| want to thank you all for being here,
and as Sharon says, this is an exercise in
denocracy. And it is one of the things
that makes this country great, is we get input
into how our state House and Senate seats w ||
| ook and how our districts will look. And we
have worked very, very hard. The staff, Sharon
mentioned the staff, we need to take our hats
off to them because they have nmet for hundreds
of hours. And we have had -- | know
personal Il y had hundreds of phone calls and

nmeetings and read letters and E-mail and faxes
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and whatever else may be trying to incorporate
peopl e' s ideas on how your House and Senate
districts | ook.

And as part of that, you know, we
al ways try to keep an open door, always try to
be receptive when the phone rings. But as part
of that, maybe one day | had had a little too
much input, if you wll, and so, | decided --

Claud and Tim | decided to play a joke on one

of your colleagues. And so, | called himup
one day and | said, "Senator," | said, "I have
got sone bad news." He said, What is that?"

said, "W have elimnated your Senate
district.”

He said, "Wat?" | said, "Yeah. W have
elimnated your Senate district. And what
happened is, your neighbor fromthe east cane
in and he sort of nade his pitch, and so, we
gave himhalf your district. And your neighbor
fromthe west canme in and he nmade his pitch
and we gave himthe other half of the
district.”

And he said, "Mark,", he said, "let
me tell you about those two guys."” He

said, "My neighbor to the east,"” he said, "he

PETRE' S STENOGRAPH SERVI CE
(501) 834-2352




© 00 N o o A~ w N P

oo o o0 F F F B F F F F F F
aa A W N P O © 00 N o 0o M W N+, O

is a shyster, and his dad before himwas a
shyster. And ny neighbor to the west,"” he
said, "he never goes to any of the neetings,
the only reason he is in the Senate is to line
his own pockets."

And | said, "Wait a mnute, Senator, wait
a mnute." | said, "I was just kidding, | was
just kidding. W have redrawn your district,
it looks fine, you ought to be very, very happy
withit." He said, "Mark," he said, "how could
you nmake nme say that about two of the dearest
friends a man ever had?"

But that is kind of how the process works.

It is enotional, and that is okay, it should

be, because it is about your representation.
And we just appreciate you all being here. W
are here to listen. | think Sharon nentioned
three or four times, really, that these are
drafts, that there is a process. And Butch is
going to explain the process a little better in
a mnute. But these are drafts.

And the idea is to at |east get sonething
on paper in draft formand then go out around
the state. W are going to have a grand total

of 11 of these type neetings all around the
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state. And we are going to sit down with folks
and listen to people and try to, again,
incorporate their ideas and their thoughts on
how the districts ought to | ook. And then, as
Butch will say, around Labor Day, we hope to
finalize the work of the Apportionnent

Board and be done with it.

And let ne say one |last thing. You
all are witnessing a little bit of Anmerican
political and governnental history here.
Arkansas is the only state in the union that
does apportionnent like this. Every other
state, maybe the |legislature does it or they
have a special comm ssion, or who knows what, a
| ot of states, probably the courts end up doing
it. But in Arkansas, we have the Apportionnment
Boar d.

And it makes sense. You have the
Governor, who is the chief executive officer,
you have the Secretary of State, who is the
chief elections officer, and the Attorney
CGeneral, who is the chief legal officer. And
we all get together every ten years and try to
be fair and do this thing right, and that is

what we are trying to do this year
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So, | just want to thank you all for being
here. And I will turn it back over to Sharon

SECRETARY OF STATE SHARON PRI EST: Thank
you, Mark. You wll see that there is a
m crophone on either side of the auditorium I
woul d ask you to please to go to the
m crophone, identify yourself, because we do
have a court reporter who is keeping track
verbatimof all of everything that is said.
So, please conme to the m crophone, identify
yoursel f, and |l et us know what -- where your
i ssues of concern are.

| would also ask you, in the interest
of your tinme, if you would line up. If you see
sonebody is about ready to finish, get ready to
get over to the mcrophone. And with that, |
amgoing to turn it over to Butch Reeves, who
is chief |legal counsel for the Governor's
of fice.

MR. OLAN REEVES: How do | get this
out? Thank you. | just want to tell you
alittle bit about the process. Last fall, the
staff, we went to 13 places around the state,
we did this sane kind of forum we didn't have

a draft plan, we just wanted comments of what
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certain counties wanted, certain cities, that
kind of thing. W got the draft nunbers --
census nunbers in March. By the third week of
April, we started with the conputer software in
t he Aegon Building. W have been there pretty
much ever since drawi ng plans. W have been to
civic clubs, we have heard from county judges,
we have heard fromcity people, we have heard
fromall kinds of people, |egislators,
metroplan. You nane it, we have heard from
them And so, the draft plans you see,

t he Senate and House, are the results of

all that. And they are drafts, they are just

t hat .

Sone requirenments, the guidelines that we
used, the United States Constitution, federal
courts, say, required one person, one vote. In
order to do that, based on the current census
nunbers, every House district should have
26,734 people init, or as close to that as
possi bl e, every Senate district should have
76, 383 people, or as close to that as possible,
with a five percent variance above or bel ow,
trying to get to those nunbers.

The Arkansas Constitution sinply requires

PETRE' S STENOGRAPH SERVI CE
(501) 834-2352




© 00 N o o A~ w N P

oo o o0 F F F B F F F F F F
aa A W N P O © 00 N o 0o M W N+, O

12

that the plan not be arbitrary. That neans
guidelines. And the guidelines we used are
t hose approved by the U S. Suprene Court and
ot her federal courts, but mainly the U S.
Suprene Court, such as conpaction, contiguity,
preservation of political subdivisions, cities
and counties as nuch as possi bl e.

Al so, preservations of comunities
of interest, preservations of the cores
of existing districts, if possible, which would
i nclude taking in consideration incunbents.
Conpl i ance with Section Two of the Voting
Rights Act is also a consideration, which had
us think about those things when we drew t he
plans. But the main thing we | ooked at was
t he census nunbers, trying to get those nunbers
within the areas that we had to work with. So,
if a county |lost population, their districts
had to get bigger land-wise. |If a county or a
city gained population, theirs could get a
little smaller.

Termlimts hel ped us square up sone
of the Senate and House districts where
we could, but there were a | ot of other

considerations. So, in looking at isolation in
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your particular town or your particular county,
it my |ook very easy to present us with a plan
wi t hout worrying about, you know, the counties
to the north, south, east, or west of you. W
had to take the whole state into consideration.

So, with that said, we would |ike to hear
your coments, the Board would like to hear
them And the two mi crophones are set up,
pl ease give your nanme and perhaps the town or
the county you are from and if you represent a
group, like you are with, you know, the Chanber
of Commerce in a particular town and they have
sent you here, state that, too, because that
woul d be very helpful to us. Wo wants to be
first?

SECRETARY OF STATE SHARON PRI EST:
Everybody i s happy, we can go hone now.

MR. EDDIE JONES: | guess | will start.
Eddi e Jones, treasurer in Randol ph County, and
been there for 20 sone-odd years, and here
talking for the elected officials in Randol ph
County, mainly about the Senate district that
has been drafted for us, the new Senate
District Ten. Now, the House district, we are

fine with. The Senate district splits Randol ph
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County. And | don't want to be -- as | am not
up here to conplain. | don't really like
conplainers, so | amjust going to expound on a
concer n.

And that is the split of Randol ph County,
and that is probably the nost predom nant voice
t hat you have of when soneone has a conpl aint,
it is usually because their county has been
split, especially when you are tal ki ng about
smal | rural counties like we are. W had been
with the other counties there in the district,
Stone, lzard, Fulton, and Sharp. And now, the
eastern part of our county goes over into
Senate District 11.

Now, Lawrence County, which is right bel ow
us, is also split. Now, they had been split
previously with a portion of the western part
of that county going into what is now Senate
District Ten. They are now kind of split down
the mddle. W are split off the eastern edge,
or the eastern third or so of the county. And
we don't want to -- you know, it is not that we
want to conplain, but when a small rural county
is divided like that, it dimnishes and

dilutes. And we don't want to see that if it
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can be hel ped.

Now, if my nmenory serves nme right, in the
| ast census, Law ence and Randol ph County only
had a differential in population of about 400
people. And if one of those counties could go
wholly with District 11 and the other county
wholly with District Ten, | think, would serve
a nmuch better purpose and would be better for
both counties. | think Lawence County has
sonme representation here. There is several --
or four of us, from Randol ph County today, but
if that coul d happen.

| notice the -- and | know there is
a certain anmount that you are trying to reach
you know, somewhere around that 76,000 mark in
each Senate district. It |ooks |ike both
Law ence and Randol ph County are in a m nus
deviation at this point. And I think we
woul d -- and maybe you have | ooked at those
nunbers already and it won't work. But if it
is anywhere within that |egal deviation in
putting -- making those counties whole, putting
one of themin 11 and anot her one in Ten, that
woul d be much appreciated, and | think better

off for all of us.
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And | think the nore counties that we can
keep whole, the better off we are, and the
better representati on we have, especially in
these small rural counties. Thank you.

MR. OLAN REEVES: Who is next?

MR JOSH LONGM RE: MWy nane is Josh
Longmre, and I amone of the election
comm ssioners for Lawence County. | am
speaki ng on behalf of the sane issue, being
split right dowmn the mddle. Black R ver
is what the dividing point is right now But
i ke he said, both counties, according to the
| ast census, are real simlar and an equal
amount of citizens in each county. So, | am
agreeing, or speaking for Lawence County, |
agree with the gentleman from Randol ph County.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR: Let me ask
a followp on that, if I can. |If we could nmake
t hose two counties whole, one of the counties
would go with Cday and Geene, the other would
go with Fulton, I|zard, Sharp, and Stone. Do
you have a preference? You are from Law ence
County. Do you have a preference on which of
t hose two Senate districts you would go into?

Does it matter?
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MR JOSH LONGM RE:  Well, if it was up to
me, ny personal preference would be to go with
District Ten.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR: Wiich is the
western part?

MR. JOSH LONGM RE:  Ri ght.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYCR  Okay. Thank
you.

MR TIM WOOLDRI DGE:  Good afternoon. | am
Tim Woldridge, | represent what is
now District 30 in the Arkansas Senate,
and under the new proposal, we would be
District 11. | don't talk nearly as | ow
as Eddi e Jones here, but you put the two of us
toget her, we would nake a good base and tenor.

Any case, | amdelighted to cone, and the
peopl e from Lawr ence County had asked that |
cone to you and say to you that, first of all
| serve at the pleasure of the people and I
understand that, and | amflattered to have the
opportunity to serve in the Senate.

But al so, | understand that the coments
of those from Randol ph and those from Law ence
County in that in terns of the unity and the

continuity of what -- you know, what they are
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hoping to acconplish with the General Assenbly,
that I think it would be in their best entity
to remain as, you know, conplete in one Senate
district.

| am not authorized to speak on behal f of
Senator MIler, but he and I have discussed it,
and we both agree with the people in that area.

Senator MIller's district has included all of
Randol ph County, the Senate district which
represent has had that portion for years over
to Black River of Lawrence County. So, | have
a |l ot of ongoing project and interests in that
area, and woul d be honored and flattered to
serve the -- you know, the conplete Law ence
County in the Arkansas Senate. And | think
Senator Ml ler feels the sane about Randol ph
County. His district currently has all of
Randol ph County.

We are not sure of the nunbers, and we
understand that there are other requirenents
and guidelines that you have to take into
account, but we did want to -- or | wanted to
| et you know that | support those from Law ence
County that want the entire county to be in one

Senate district. And | would be honored to
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serve those people in the Senate. | wll be
happy, if you have questions of ne.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR: | don't
think so

SECRETARY OF STATE SHARON PRI EST:  No,

t hank you

MR. JOSH LONGM RE:  Thank you.

MR. EDDIE JONES: If | may say one
other thing, | did talk to Senator M|l er
yesterday, as a matter of fact, on this
particul ar subject, and he was in agreenent
that he would like to serve an entire entity,
an entire county. And whether that be Law ence
or Randol ph, he would rather it be a whole
county.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYCR  Thank you,
Eddi e.

MR. DAN ELLISON:. | am Dan Ellison, and |
chair the Election Comm ssion from Law ence
County. And | don't want to state a
preference, because Senator Tim Woldridge is a
friend of mne, but we feel this does -- as so
stated prior to us in Randol ph County, it does
di lute our voting process. W are split right

down the mddle. So, this does confine us or

PETRE' S STENOGRAPH SERVI CE
(501) 834-2352




© 00 N o o A~ w N P

oo o o0 F F F B F F F F F F
aa A W N P O © 00 N o 0o M W N+, O

20

it does create a problem Under the
ci rcunstances, we really don't have any future
hope of pulling a senator fromour county. And
| don't nmean this in any way other than the
fact is, we are | ooking out for the interest of
our people in the county and their voting
power .

So, if there are -- and we understand, we
have just went through all this with our JPs,

t he popul ati on bal ance and the percentage, and
et cetera, et cetera. W understand all that.
But if there is any way possible for you and
the Governor's staff and everybody el se and Ms.
Sharon and Mark, if there is any way possible,

we would like to join this county back
together. It has been over 20 years that
it has been like this.

And as a conm ssioner, we have to go
one side for this, and one side for the other,
for the east and west. And it not only
creates -- it splits our people, too, in the
county. And that is sonething we have to
consi der as our county judge and | eaders and et
cetera of this county. W have to consider the

peopl e's needs and desires. And | assure you,

PETRE' S STENOGRAPH SERVI CE
(501) 834-2352




© 00 N o o A~ w N P

oo o o0 F F F B F F F F F F
aa A W N P O © 00 N o 0o M W N+, O

21

their desire is to pull our county back
together. And I think the gentleman from
Randol ph County hit upon it. He has lost a
small portion, we split ours right down the
m ddle. So, thank you for your tine.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR  Thank you
By the way, our staff was just telling us that
we think we can make that work. \Wat everybody
has said, all the comments to this point. It
| ooks like we will have to doubl e check the
nunbers, but it |ooks |like we can do that.

SECRETARY OF STATE SHARON PRI EST: Put al
of Lawence into Ten, and Randol ph into 11
they think they can nmake that work.

UNI DENTI FI ED MAN:  What about the ot her
way ?

SECRETARY OF STATE SHARON PRI EST: Now,
Tim you are getting picky now

MR TIMHUWMPHRIES: |t does not work
the other way. That is the way that we had
| ooked at before, was the other way. But this
is the only way it | ooks like it works.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYCR  Because the
variance is too high?

MR TIM HUMPHRI ES: R ght.
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MR. OLAN REEVES: Yeah, the nunbers are
t oo hi gh.

MR TIM HUMPHRI ES: The nunbers don't work
t he ot her way, but that works.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR: Well, there
again, as we talk today before we | eave,
we wll see if we can get sone consensus on
t hat about, you know, how that ought to -- how
that map ought to | ook.

MR. OLAN REEVES: Who is next?

UNI DENTI FI ED MAN: (I naudi bl e.)

SECRETARY OF STATE SHARON PRI EST: Sorry.

What, did you say, Tinf

UNI DENTI FI ED MAN: | said that portion
t here of Craighead, you will have to nove that,
as wel | .

MR. OLAN REEVES: Right.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR  Well, you
could keep that. Let's see if we can get a
better zoomin on that.

MR. TIM HUMPHRI ES: That has got to
change, too, in order to get that.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR: Oh, it does?

MR TIMHUWHRIES: Yes. The nunbers

don't work that way. He is trying it the other
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way now, and it doesn't work.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR: One of the
greatest differences in today and ten years ago
is what you all are seeing on this screen right
here. Now that we have software that can
crunch all the census data and put it on maps
for us all the way down to --

SECRETARY OF STATE SHARON PRI EST:

Streets.
ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR: -- very
smal | voting segnents, streets, et cetera. It

really lets us, you know, work out issues |ike
that fairly efficiently.

UNI DENTI FI ED MAN:  You are showing it in
11 now, right?

UNI DENTI FI ED MAN: That is 11, correct,
the way you have got that?

MR. OLAN REEVES: What happens is, when
you do it that way, it nmakes Senate District
Ten just way below the variance, it is too |ow,
because it is down to 71,000, and you have got
to have at |east 72, 500.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR: And the
deviations that are six percent of that.

MR. OLAN REEVES: And six percent is
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too | ow

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR It has got
to be within five percent.

MR. OLAN REEVES: It has got to be within
five percent.

UNI DENTI FI ED MAN:  Can you do it |ike
that? Say that again. | didn't understand it.

MR. CLAN REEVES: The reason -- | nean
just | ooking at the nunbers right there,

i f Randol ph County is in Ten, it makes the
variance for Ten too low. It is six percent
below, and it can't be six percent. Five is
the lowest it can go. It is 71,704, it has got
to be at |east 72,500.

UNI DENTI FI ED MAN:  Are you pulling in the
corner of Randol ph County you have got split
now, are you pulling that back into 11 or are
you | eaving that out?

MR. CLAN REEVES: He took the -- what
he did was, he took the whol e county of
Randol ph and put it in Ten and the whol e county
of Lawence and put it in 11

UNI DENTI FI ED MAN: Can you switch it
to the way it is going to be -- or the way

it -- the other way that it wll work?
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MR. COLAN REEVES: The other way back?

Wi ch puts Lawence in Ten and Randol ph in 11
And the only reason that one precinct in

Crai ghead County needs noved out is because
Crai ghead County is 82,000, and you can't have
a Senate district that has 82, 000.

SECRETARY OF STATE SHARON PRI EST: That is
t oo hi gh.

MR. OLAN REEVES: That is the only reason
that precinct is out.

UNI DENTI FI ED MAN: That is the Bono.

MR. CLAN REEVES: It would be nice if
we could, but it just makes this one, 14, too
big. Okay. See, that way, Ten is -- hang on.

Ten is going to be 75,500 and 11 is 73, 100.
11 is alittle over, but it is within the
variance. Ten is right on the noney al nost.
So, if we do that, that is --

UNI DENTI FI ED MAN:  That is a nunber
figure?

MR. OLAN REEVES: That is strictly
nunbers. That is probably the way it is going
to have to be if we put the counties whol e,
strictly because of the nunbers, because of

what is in the other counties to the west and

PETRE' S STENOGRAPH SERVI CE
(501) 834-2352




© 00 N o o A~ w N P

oo o o0 F F F B F F F F F F
aa A W N P O © 00 N o 0o M W N+, O

what is in the counties to the east. That
makes both districts within the variance, and
14, as wel|.

UNI DENTI FI ED MAN:  Ckay.

MR. OLAN REEVES: So, we will
certainly take a look at that. But after this
| nean, if you want to send us your
preferences, E-mail us, call us, | nean, it is
not a problem or you can tell us right now.
If you don't want to --

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR: Yes. And
we wll be here for a few mnutes after
we cl ose.

UNI DENTI FI ED MAN:  But you are telling us
t he nunbers won't work the other way?

MR. OLAN REEVES: The nunbers don't
wor k the ot her way.

UNI DENTI FI ED MAN:  So, if you can't
make the nunbers work, you can't go that way,
can you?

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYCR: Wl |,
think what we are saying is, to keep the count
whol e.

UNI DENTI FI ED MAN:  That is what | am

sayi ng.
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ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR  Yes. If you
want to break the county and pick up sone
preci ncts and nove them that w |l probably
work, won't it?

MR. CLAN REEVES: R ght. | nean, our
t hi nking, | think, was that Lawence County was
already split. W just left it split. But |
mean, if you all are telling us you want the
counties whole, there is really only one way it
will work.

UNI DENTI FIED MAN: | think the
consensus of our group is, we want that county
all together --

MR. OLAN REEVES: Whol e?

UNI DENTI FI ED MAN:  -- regardl ess of where
we go.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYCR  Ckay.

MR. OLAN REEVES:. Ckay.

UNI DENTI FI ED MAN:  |s that correct?

UNI DENTI FI ED MAN:  Yes.

MR. OLAN REEVES: Duly noted.

COURT REPORTER: | don't know who those
peopl e are.

MR. OLAN REEVES: That is all right.

SECRETARY OF STATE SHARON PRI EST: Thank
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you, Judge.

UNI DENTI FI ED MAN:  You are wel cone.

SECRETARY OF STATE SHARON PRI EST: We are
getting a lavaliere mke for Butch. Anybody
el se? Any other comrents?

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYCR  Wio el se
wants to get up on the mcrophone and --

MR. DALE HAAS: Hey, Sharon?

SECRETARY OF STATE SHARON PRI EST: Over
her e.

MR. DALE HAAS: As the county judge
from Crai ghead, | sure don't want to give
up Senator Wbol dridge unless | have to,
but that -- and I don't know why he didn't junp
up to his feet. | know the mayor of Bono over
there is chonping at the bits to say sonething.

But with Senator Wol dridge representing Bono

on so many projects for so long, every since he
has been there, he has been faithful for us,
and we would hate to give himup

The way it was prior, when you al
first wal ked in, Craighead County was satisfied
with that, to my know edge. And so, if it
could go back the way it was, with us keeping

Wyol dri dge and Bono, we would definitely
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appreciate that. | understand the other
county's plight, however, we have got sone
maj or projects and we are growi ng, as you al
know, in | eaps and bounds. And the Senator has
wor ked closely with our other Senator in
getting us to where we are at today. And

we would like to keep it the way it was.

MR. OLAN REEVES: Sir, what was your name?

MR. DALE HAAS: Dal e Haas.

MR. CLAN REEVES: That was Dal e Haas.

MR. DALE HAAS: The county judge in
Cr ai ghead.

MR. OLAN REEVES: County judge of

Crai ghead County. | am sure we can | ook
at that, | just don't know about the precinct
nunbers.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR  Dal e, that
is consistent with what we have been hearing
fromsonme of the |local |eadership in Bono, that
they are very confortable wth Senator
Wol dri dge and would | ove to maintain that
rel ationship. So, we are sensitive to that.

MR. DALE HAAS: Ckay. Thank you.

MR. CLAN REEVES: Representative Allison?
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ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR: Apparently,
the --

MR. JERRY ALLISON: dad to have you
all here in Jonesboro, Northeast Arkansas,
Crai ghead County. But just |ike the county
judge was saying, if there had to be a nove

made, if there had to be a nove made, then we

woul d i ke to keep -- you know, maeke Crai ghead
County whole. | don't know whether you can do
that with the -- you know, if we did have

to | ose Senator Wol dridge, you know, we would
i ke our Senator Cash to be able to have the
whol e county. | don't know whether with your
nunbers, that it would work out |ike that.

And Senat or Wool dri dge has done an
outstanding job representing that area, and it
is really just kind of -- he is kind of a notch
out there. But I, |like everyone else, would
i ke to see Lawence County and Randol ph County
uni ted, and because it does confuse people when
they go to vote. Even though they have been
di vided before, we would like to put them
together to bring -- and it really brings nore
of a stronger community together. And I

realize that.
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But the fact is, if we have to do
sonmething with, you known, the Bono area, you
know, | know that it would -- the appropriate
pl ace would be to go to Crai ghead County, but
woul d hate to see that Bono woul d be put over
into District 11, because it would be --
their representative there would be
Representative MIler, and | think that would
just be a little bit too far away for quality
representation. Thank you.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYCR  Thank you.

MR. RAY KIDD: | amRay Kidd, I ama
politician-want-to-be, you mght say. | ama
candidate for the newly fornmed District 76.
And during the | ast few weeks, | have had
several E-mails back and forth to the
commttee. | would |like to give thanks,

t hanks, nunber one, for the conputers you al
use, thanks to the conmttee and Mark Pryor,
Sharon Priest, and fornmer nmenber Ron Maxwel | .
And | think you all have done an outstandi ng
job. And I, for one, don't think it could be
any better. Thank you.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYCR  Thank you.

MR. OLAN REEVES: Anybody el se? Ckay.
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Back to you, Madam Chai r man.

SECRETARY OF STATE SHARON PRI EST: Al
right. Well, with that, | think you have heard
sort of the run-down of what we are trying to
do. We have two nore days of hearings, one --
we have one nore hearing today, we have three
on Thursday, and two next week, one in Garl and
County and one in Pul aski County.

At that point, the plan -- the plans
of the staff are to go back and make changes
that we can, and bring it back to the Board of
Apportionnment to vote on by Labor Day. W want
to get the plan filed by Labor Day, so that
that gi ves everybody plenty of tinme to look it
over, probably, I would say, and let the
| awsuits begin. But hopefully --

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR: Don't say
t hat .

SECRETARY OF STATE SHARON PRI EST:
Hopefully, we would like to think that by this
point we will have everybody satisfied that can
be satisfied. But in any event, it is our plan
to try to get this done by Labor Day.

So, with that, please know that if

you think of anything after you | eave today or
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any other comments, please feel free to cal

t he reapportionnent office or call any of our
offices and | et us know what your other

t houghts are. And with that, please know that
Mark and | will be around.

ATTORNEY GENERAL PRYOR Let ne say a few
wor ds.

SECRETARY OF STATE SHARON PRI EST: Yes.
Before that, | will go back to Mark.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR: | want to
t hank you all for being here. And | want
to give a special thanks to the Arkansas State
Uni versity for hosting today. This is a great
facility. It is the first tine | have ever
been here. And I know it is exciting, it is
new, and we just appreciate you all having us
here. It is an absolutely beautiful facility,
and we just wal ked around a little bit before
the neeting started.

But what | woul d encourage everybody to do
who is interested, is stick around for a few
m nutes, our staff is here, we have got
everything set up. Between Butch and Larry and
Ti m and everybody el se who is here, our staff,

we can -- we would love to get nore detailed
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i nput fromyou all about the county breakdown,
and maybe from the incunbents who are here, and
see, you know, how we can best resolve this for
all of the communities of interest. So, | want
to thank you all for being here and thank ASU
for having us.

SECRETARY OF STATE SHARON PRI EST: And |
too, would Iike to thank all of you for being
here. W are sorry that we kept you waiting.
And Mark and | will be around to visit for
however long it takes. Mark and | |ike being
the | ast people to | eave. Thank you.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR  Thank you

(WHEREUPON, at 2:57 p.m, the taking
of the above-entitled proceedi ng was

concl uded.)

SI G\ 1IN SHEETS.
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CERTI FI CATE

STATE OF ARKANSAS )
) SS.:
COUNTY OF PULASKI )

|, DONNA K. PETRE, Certified Court
Reporter and notary public in and for the County of
Pul aski, State of Arkansas, duly conm ssioned and acti ng,
do hereby certify that the above-entitled proceedings
were taken by nme in Stenotype, and were thereafter
reduced to print by neans of conputer-assisted
transcription, and the same truly, and correctly reflects
t he proceedi ngs had.

WHEREFORE, | have subscribed ny signature
and affixed ny notarial seal as such notary public at the
Cty of Little Rock, County of Pul aski, State of
Arkansas, this the 25th day of July, 2001

DONNA K. PETRE, CCR
NOTARY PUBLIC I N AND FOR
PULASKI COUNTY, ARKANSAS
LS CERTI FI CATE #125
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August 4, 2010.
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